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. ~/<'" . JAMES lilTLEI'! and daughter , :7",HItV 

Ch .... lotte EliZilbeth~ aA.L' !,All .. "" _ " 

H;y grandfather, JUI'" Butler, al.thou.gh borTI in .. C~~ wagon the ~ 
plaina and reAred under pion .. er 8Urroundinga , had a netural thiret r~r 

furt her education and cult ure . Hi" wi!. , my grandmother , Char lot t e Eliz&bet h .. 
Toptlwn , "aB lIiokl:1 , due t o ve ry bad teeth , many of which .... re broken oH , 

leaving only the .. bedded root s . Halla sUd that she rememberec,.u a child , 

her mother I!llve:ye _11ing like clov." which lib. chewed to deaden the pain . 

Con"equently . &h .. vu unable t o trav"l with Jam ... t o persue h1 .. desires. 

Ch .. rl~tt. Elizabeth But ler, my mother , vas the ald.at chi ld and the 

bene fici&ry of her mother ' " i11ne8a , in that Jam"s would take her , as soon 

U Me Will' old enough, to Salt r....ke City, to , "",ong ot her neceesary erranda , 

purSlle hi" longinS" for cultural. outlets. 

thUD , she had an ."rl~ introduction to the benerita salt Lake City had 

t o offer in the lat e 1880' a and 9O' a . Thay would travel by wagon , s t aying 

with relat ives along t he way , or camping and sleeping in the wagon . It waa 

almost a week ' s trip from their home in RiChfield to Salt Lake City . Thia 

eituation created. epecial kinship betwsen father and daughter . She alao 

loved her mother dearly and being the e1deat of aiz children, l earned 

early to help around the home and to do t he things which would eaae her 

Mother ' s painful t aaka . Lizzie (&8 my mother Waa called) learned very young 

how to I!i<lke the bread for t he whole family . And , in I11Y childhood, I aoon 

learned that no one could """'-e breed like hera. (To c".. hOile from school to 

the .... ell of freen, hot bread- _ai'ting ita odor down t he .treet, brought .... 

and my friends hoce all the f&ater . I can .... ell it yet) . 

Mama ' " out atanding memory, "" a littla girl , w .... irooing heavy n"!",el 

diapers dry with an old "aqdiron"--thilll was , aet of IMIveral flat irona 

which were heated on the wood ...tOTe. The interchangeable handle Wlul c~ped 

on each n at iron lUI it heated and wae released froll the other orttin UIMI , 



-

•• it cooled. (Gordl" RQIIl\ey hal'! one of her irona today) . Over the hot "toYe 

Wea c~ated a vivid childhood """""'''Y". eo d\lO!! t o he r pollition in t he flLlllily . aile 

was also'the beneficiary of a great deal of responsibility. 

J ILIII"S had gona t o Richfield as 8 very early Bettler , eo h1e location 

..... choice . Teare 1130 , I vi"'-ted th" location of their h.,..8 , of "hi ch on1,. 

the bi t8 of wood ..ere remaining. It was cli.rectly II.croas t he road rr.:. the 

natural spring, which waa t he &rea ' . va t er supPly , and 8t111 18 the ci t y of 

1l1ehfield ' a Ilupply . al though more modern growth has destroyed i t8 beauty , by 

building the necessary pumps and outbuildings. 

Her fsther taught her to use .. gun, although the only t1 ... .sh" spoke of 

using i t was t o reiterate t he wonder of being in th" house alone , when a b1g­

horned buck came for .... t el" there. She walked out on the big por<:h ""rrouoding 

t h .. houee , and w1 th one shaky Ghot , r.lled t he an i mal . "\{he n P. came hom .. , he 

8J\d the boys simply raised it up on a nearby tree and skinned it out", she said . 

She WIl8 very proud of bdng able t o bring hOllle 8 s upply of "at, althougll they 

raiaed cattle and pigs. 1 I"ellIeelber of her practiCing another earl)' learni"l!i 

or two. The ..... memories I cherish , as tiring i n a l'Iodem city , there W88 not too 

much opportuni ty for these activities. My brother- in- law , Gordon Romney , brought 

horne a wil d hog from a hunting trip. Mama could waate nothing, eo s he made the 

m08t delicious ''head. cheeee" from the head !!lest . 

She saved all grease to q.ke _Pi t wo gradee of soap: One frca the finest 

white grease and a .are hesvy-duty type frc. the darker ~sse . She Io/lUI con­

vinced that aoap &8 good ae hers could not be purchased . She loved to put out 

a blue_white wash . Every white i t em WaS boi led in lye wa t er before being pIeced 

in the washing machine and hUng on the line to dry . Alth~gh ahe had help f or 

clea.ni"l!i and _ ironing , no one could " "",t out a good wash " . Neither could 

.she consent f or the chOice ironi ng t o be done by anyone elae . She t8"'81> t me to 

iron beautifully eVen ~fore I attended school. It s e .... s 1!rf reading and early 
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painting and drawiag "lUI done all I played under the ironing board . A8 the 

~oungeet child, I was home alone with her a great deal . ~80 , ahe kept me 

home from school a yeaI' l.ong<!r .. for she oould not .st and to be vi t hout a child 

i n the houae , having helped eo much in raising her mother's family aleo. 

Her fathe r want ed " everything" f or her . At age I}. he took her to the 

one lady in town who knew Horae code and had her t aught the code in order t o 

be relier girl when ahe wee n""ded . He supplie d he r with many booke , which 

8he studied earnest ly until ahe became an extre~ely well_versed l ady . 

aha w~t to Mexico, what vaa found in he r trunk? Not lota of fancy clothing __ 

~a..~~~." 
but books ! An entire set of Unabridged Encyclopedia Brit t anica and a Bet of 

Ridpath ' !! Hilltary of the Worl d . There ' .. !Ore many books of poetry (ahe loved 

poetry) . Her favorite book was "Beautiful Gem,," frO!!! "hich ahe recited lengthy 

poems to her dying day. She knelt and quoted t he scriptures " el l . 

When in S. lt Lake City . her father ShOpped lfi t h her and dressed her .... ell. 

There ie e picture of her taken there, at age 13 , in 

tsilored suit . He .... ae eO proud of he r . He t ook her 

by Brigham Young , .... here . in a box seat, t hey vie .... e d many of the early traveling 

ertiste , aUCh eS Shuman , He1nk and Pavlove. 

He hed a friend , Wi ll Neal , from a prominent Salt Lake family~ .... ho could 

alway" obtain good "eat" . 'riley s tayed i n hls home--;;mUe there . -shelovell t o 

tell the storie" of the great people she had heard and had Been on that fine 

They also went to the t emple dedications in the same manner . She had a 

lovely white handkerchief with whiCh she had waved ' 'lIallel''j'lh'' a t 5 t emple 

ded i cat i ona , the last being the AriZona Templ e . 

James sent her t o the Bringha~ Young Academy .... hen it waa only one build= 
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in 1934 . I had an Education professor whom she knew weU , a PrQfeaaor Boyle . 

I was endowed in the Manti Temple in 1935 , when Brother and Sister Young were 

Temple President and wife , her friends . The above we~ getting older at the 

time. She attended the Academy only long enough t o be a ble to become a teacher. 

Her use of the English language was i mpeccable . Her knowledge of words , the 

spel.ling of, and their meiming was unsuryaas"d. She taught It years in Utah , 

at Richfield and Spanish Fork, before having t o go to Mexico. 

Befor e she at tended B. Y. Aoademy , her father SaW to i t that she attended a 

school for ladies for a season. I wish I could recal l the name of it . There, 

lIhe OI>e t many of the "finest" or "best" fo1kB in Salt Lake . TheBe women were in 

touch with her for many years. She had three outstandingly beautiful and re_ 

fined friends, two of whom were l ater wivee of President John Taylor. My 

mother could never condone polygamy . Her father waa not a polygamiat . When 

she went to Mexico and met these fine l adies, there , of necessity , because of 

the Manifesto , her first warc!l! to t hem were "What have you done? " Polygamy 

had , by t hen, been without the l aw. 

Whil e at this sahaal , she was int roduced t o and 

(I'~~ 
ladies ' actions and activities. 

learned manr of the 

"niceties", of Thie word Was forever used as 

her referral to the "better" behavior and manne rs of the day . This was a great -
privilege for her, as thia WaS still pioneer times in southern Utah . She 

carried with her and taught these principles in school and church all of her 

life . She lias always considered some"hat of an authority on her "nicetiea" of 

life. She was looked up to by the people of the "colonies" whom she sO often 
" 

had visiting in our home as they "ould travel back and fort h from Mex ico; to Utah . 

Marna had not wanted to go to Mexico at all , but "hen her f ather died of 

Typhus FeVer , after being there only 4 months, and her mother died six months 

later of Mexican dysent ery, it beaa~e necessary for her to go down there , as 

the youngest child "as only twelve years old . 



Her father had acquired his fat al illness while awai t ing admission and 

transportation at the border in Juarez , Mexioo , (or him and his t wo carloads 

of Morgan horses. He had to stay in the corral with his belove d horses , and 

was bitten with an infected f lea , became immediate l y ill to the point that 
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he could not pereua hie journey. Hi e sOne Came to him, taking him On into the 

coloniee. Due to severe deliriUM, hav~ng no doctor near , no one knew what his 

illness was. They subsequently took him back to Utah where he died a t the home 

of my mother' s best f riend, Mrs . Brown. Mama lived in Spanish Fork but he had 

booen taken to Provo for diagnoais and t reatment . 

After Jame ' a death , her belove d s i ster Carol ine , who had stayed with her in 

Utah , returned to Mexico with her brothers. Whe n i t became necessary f or her to 

go to Mexico , Lizzie h ad no plan~ to ~tay . However, in tbe nine montbs tbat tbey 

bad been tbere , t be borses bad somebow become depleted and she had no means to 

enable her to return t he children to Utah . 

In desperation , as .she was llllalking down the s t reet, Brother Anthony W. 

Ivins , who had been sent to Colonial Juarez, t o manage the ohurch's affairs 

there , came up to her, saying : "Miss Butler, "au a re an ans"er to my prayer . 

School starts next "eek, and "e need a teacher". 


